
GSL boys ready for section hoops
Greeley vaults to 20th at state gymnastics

— Sports Page 1B

$1.25

Glencoe, Minnesota   Vol. 123, No. 9 www.glencoenews.com February 26, 2020

CThe McLeod County hronicle

Silver Lake
residents suffer
sticker shock

– Page 6

Chronicle News and 
Advertising Deadlines

All news is due by 5 p.m., Monday, and all adver-
tising is due by noon, Monday. News received after
that deadline will be published as space allows.

Submitted photo
After winning the regional spelling bee earlier this month, Glen-
coe-Silver Lake eighth-grader Reese Magnuson recently finished
second in the state spelling bee. She enjoys competing in team
sports and spelling bees are another form of competition.

Council nixes more
talks on acquiring
creamery property
Councilors say there
are other priorities
By John Mueller
Editor

At least for now, the city of Glen-
coe’s interest in acquiring the old
Glencoe Creamery building has cur-
dled after the city council decided
against seeking additional informa-
tion on a proposed acquisition in a
closed-door meeting.

The meeting was intended to con-
sider a proposal from North Central
Companies of Minnetonka to ac-
quire the building and property, pos-
sibly for redevelopment. It was part
of the city council’s Feb. 18 agenda,
a meeting held after The Chronicle’s
Feb. 19 edition meeting went to
press.

The discussion began with Robeck
making a motion to “squash” the
closed meeting, a motion that failed
for lack of a second. 

Councilors Allen Robeck, Cory
Neid and Milan Alexander voted
down the scheduled closed session
on a 3-2 vote. Councilors John
Schrupp and Paul Lemke supported
entering the scheduled closed ses-
sion in the interest of gaining more
information on the proposal.

Robeck had previously voted
against entering a closed session to
hear information on the proposal
Feb. 3 though he participated in the
non-public meeting. Alexander later

objected to Mayor Randy Wilson al-
lowing non-council members and
non-city-staff members to participate
in the Feb. 3 meeting. 

Wilson supported the proposed
closed session Feb. 18, citing the
need for more information before the
council could make an informed de-
cision. The city has performed an
initial environmental study of the
property but wants to do a more in-
depth study of the property, a study
that could include the possible pres-
ence of contamination or under-
ground storage tanks. He was audi-
bly livid with Robeck, Neid and
Alexander after the Feb. 18 meeting
and noted the Glencoe Creamery
property is an eyesore, is deteriorat-
ing and could eventually become the
city’s problem.

Alexander argued the city owns
enough property and should invest in
acquiring land on Glencoe’s east
side for eventual expansion of the
community’s commercial-industrial
tax base.

The proposal was recommended
to the city council by the Chamber
of Commerce’s economic develop-
ment commission during its closed
meeting. Alexander complained
members of the board discussed it
with non-board members in public
settings before the council heard the

Glencoe City Council
moving ahead with
2020 street project

Townships hosting
annual meetings
Seven of county’s
14 townships
hosting spring town
board elections

Residents of McLeod County’s
townships in McLeod County and
Minnesota’s 1,767 other townships
will hold their annual town meeting
on Tuesday, March 10.

Known as Township Day, these
annual meetings are held every year
on the second Tuesday in March.

Residents of the townships will meet
to voice their opinions about local
issues with other township residents
and also vote directly on their annual
tax levy and direct democracy in ac-
tion. Citizens attending annual meet-
ings also often discuss and vote on
other local issues.

Seven of McLeod County’s 14
townships – Collins, Hale, Hassan
Valley, Hutchinson, Lynn, Penn and

Weather Looking back: We enjoyed sig-
nificant swings in temperature last
week. That’s what you get in
spring. Anybody predicting a state
tournament blizzard?

Date      Hi    Lo             Precip.
Feb. 18  21......0 ............... 0.00”

Feb. 19    14........0 ....... 0.00”  
Feb. 20    15.....-14 ....... 0.00”
Feb. 21    38........4 ....... 0.00”
Feb. 22    42........4 ....... 0.00”
Feb. 23    42......19 ....... 0.00”
Feb. 24    44......13 ....... 0.00”

Temperatures and precipitation compiled
by Robert Thurn, weather observer. 

Wed., 2-26
H:  19° L: 3°

Thur., 2-27
H:  21° L: 8°

Fri., 2-28
H:  23° L: 10°

Sat., 2-29
H: 33°  L: 19°

Sun., 3-1
H:  37° L: 24°

Chronicle photo by John Mueller

He’s a funny guy
GSL student Mason Manteuffel, along with Jason Schmitz, entertained students with humor during
the Winterfest Talent Show Thursday, Feb. 20, in the high school auditorium.

Topwnships
Turn to page 3

By John Mueller
Editor

Glencoe is moving forward with a
proposed street improvement project
that will take care of some of the
most significantly deteriorating pave-
ment on selected city streets.

The city council hosted a public
hearing on the proposed project at its
Feb. 18 meeting. With no objections
from the public, the council approved
sending the project out for creation of
final plans and specifications. Coun-
cilor Allen Robeck seconded the mo-
tion to move forward with the pro-

posal and its estimated $812,000 cost
– $927,000 if the alternate work is in-
cluded – but voted against it. He
could not be reached to comment on
his vote.

Robeck argued against assessments
to property owners that benefit from
the project. He prefers all citizens
fund an equal share of the improve-
ments. But City Attorney Mark
Ostlund said state law requires the
city pay for a portion of the project Chronicle photo by John Mueller

The city is hoping for a state grant that will fund repairs to East 11th Street near Kwik Trip. The
road’s surface has significant deterioration, in part from heavy trucks. The road would be trans-
formed to a 10-ton road that can support truck traffic. 

City Council
Turn to page 2

Creamery
Turn to page 3

By John Mueller
Editor

Not everybody enjoys the
uncertainty if the word they
are writing is spelled cor-

rectly. Reese Magnuson isn’t one of
those people.

The Glencoe-Silver Lake eighth-
grader is one of the state’s top
spellers. After finishing atop the
competitors at the regional bee in
Redwood Falls Feb. 4, she finished
second in the state spelling bee Feb.
18 in Fergus Falls, just missing a trip
to compete for a national champi-
onship in the Scripps National
Spelling Bee in Washington D.C.

The daughter of Suzanne and
Brook Magnuson, Reese credits time
spent reading and studying to her
knack for spelling seldom-used
words correctly. She finished second
after correctly spelling ‘tapetum’ (a
reflective layer of the choroid in the
eyes of many animals, causing them
to shine in the dark). The winning

A top
speller
GSL’s
Magnuson 
finishes 
second at
state bee

Top Speller
Turn to page 3
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SHOP
LOCAL

SHOP
LOCAL
your area 

businesses
appreciate 
it when
you do!

Join us for First Lutheran School’s
13th Annual 

SILENT AUCTION & LUNCHEON

Sunday, March 1, 2020
First Ev. Lutheran Church Fellowship Center

925 E. 13th St., Glencoe

Silent Auction
9 a.m.-1 p.m.

Bidding ENDS at 1 p.m.

First Ev. Lutheran School: Nurturing Spiritual & Academic Growth

go to www.firstglencoe.org  and click on SILENT AUCTION

Luncheon
Free-Will Offering • 11 a.m.-1 p.m.

Featuring: Shredded Pork 
sandwiches, potato salad, 

cole slaw, beans, chips,
dessert, and beverages.

Come
& Bid!

F
8-

9C
,9

A
t

•Wall of Wine • Heads & Tails Game • Pass the Purse • Pop/Beer Pong

For more information,

We welcome cash, checks, debit cards, and credit cards at this event.

**New This Year**
Tables start to close at 12:30 p.m., 

and continue to close every 
10 minutes after until 1 p.m.

Happenings

SL Sportsmen meeting
The Silver Lake Sportsmen’s Club will meet Thursday,

Feb. 27, 7 p.m., at the clubhouse on Swan Lake.

ECFE ‘Leap into Spring’
Glencoe-Silver Lake School District’s Early Childhood

Family Education is hosting a “Leap into Spring” family
event Saturday, Feb. 29, 10:30 to 11:30 a.m., at the Early
Childhood Learning Center, 1621 16th St. E., door No.
18.

The no-cost event includes a morning focused on child
play and imagination as participants leap into the spring
season. Little ones will jump at the chance to do spring-
themed activities and crafts. Participants should wear
socks for the bounce houses.

Participants can register online at www.gsl.k12.mn.us/
schools/Early Childhood Learning Center or call the
ECFE office at 320-864-2681.

New pastor meet-and-greet
First Congregational Church parishioners are welcom-

ing  the arrival of a husband and wife team who will con-
tinue their ministry here in Glencoe.

A meet-and-greet is being planned for Rev. Robert
Baggott and Rev. Casey Baggott Sunday, March 1, 10:30
p.m., and a light lunch and refreshments will follow as
the congregation learns more about them and their goals
for serving First Congregational and the surrounding
communities.

The Baggotts came to Glencoe by way of Vero Beach,
Fla. where they had preached for 16 years.

Glencoe Sportsmen’s meeting
The March meeting of the Glencoe Sportsmen’s Club

will be held Monday, March 2, 7:30 p.m., at the VFW
Club.

The club is at 923 Chandler Ave. N.

Red Cross blood drives
The American Red Cross is planning blood drives in

the area to meet a shortage of Type-O blood.
The Bloodmobile will be in Silver Lake today,

Wednesday, Feb. 26, 1 to 7 p.m., at the Silver Lake
American Legion. The legion post is at 241 Main St. W.

Thursday, Feb. 27, noon to 6 p.m., the Bloodmobile
will be at Lighthouse Church in Plato. The church is at
10478 Bell Ave.

On Tuesday, April 21, the Bloodmobile will roll into
Brownton for a blood drive from 1 to 7 p.m. at the
Brownton Community Center. The community center is
at 310 Second Ave. N.

Donors of all blood types – especially types O positive
and O negative – are urged to make an appointment to
give blood or platelets now using the Red Cross Blood
Donor App, visiting RedCrossBlood.org or calling 1-800-
RED CROSS (1-800-733-2767).

Degree of Honor meeting
Degree of Honor No. 182 will hold its first business

meeting of 2020 March 10, 1 p.m., at the Silver Lake Au-
ditorium.

The Silver Lake Auditorium is at 200 Main St. E. in-
downtown Silver Lake. 

Happenings policy reminder
Our policy for items in the Happenings column and

event promotions has always been “if you charge, we
charge.” In an effort to support our community, we
have been a little generous on the policy, which has
caused some organizations to stretch the policy’s lim-
its.

Effective July 1, 2019, items in the Happenings sec-
tion or any promotion of events in The McLeod Coun-
ty Chronicle will be reserved for FREE community
events and meeting notices at no charge. Basic infor-
mation such as date, time and location will be includ-
ed. All fundraisers and other events where a fee will
be charged are considered advertising. We do offer a
discounted advertising rate for non-profit organiza-
tions. If you have any questions, please contact Pub-
lisher Karin Ramige by email at
karinr@glencoenews.com or call 320-864-5518.

To be included in this column, items for Happenings
must be received in the Chronicle office no later than
5 p.m. Monday of the week they are to be published.
Items received after that will be published elsewhere
in the newspaper as space permits. Happenings in
Glencoe, Brownton, Stewart, Plato, New Auburn, Bis-
cay and Silver Lake take priority over events else-
where.Items received after that will be published else-
where in the newspaper as space permits. Happenings
in Glencoe, Brownton, Stewart, Plato, New Auburn,
Biscay and Silver Lake take priority over events else-
where.

Three Glencoe-Silver Lake
band students representing
the eighth-grade and concert
bands will be members of the
2020 Minnesota Band Direc-
tor’s Association (MBDA)
State Level Honor Bands per-
forming at Marshall High
School April 18-19.

Eighth-grader Cavin
Streufert (euphonium) was
selected to the sixth- to
eighth-grade state honor
band. He was one of 281 mu-
sicians from 68 schools that
auditioned for the band.

Tenth grade GSL Concert
Band members Tison Werner
(French horn) and Emma
Gepson (trumpet) were se-
lected to the ninth-10th-grade
state honor band. Gepson
was one of 241 performers
who auditioned for this band.
This is Gepson’s fourth-con-
secutive year of being select-
ed.

Students are selected to the
band through a competitive
recorded audition submitted
in December. This is the

eighth consecutive year GSL
will be represented at the
state level. 

Participating students will
have the opportunity to work
with some of the finest music
educators in the state as their
section coaches.  The ninth-
and 10th-grade band will be
guest conducted by Jaquie
Dawson of the University of
Manitoba (Winnipeg). Ver-
lene Stotts of Discovery Mid-
dle School—Fargo will con-
duct the sixth- to eighth-
grade band. She is the former
North Dakota “Music Educa-
tor of the Year.”

The honor band program is
an ongoing project of
MBDA, a professional organ-
ization of band directors rep-
resenting programs of all
grade levels from throughout
the state of Minnesota. The
mission of MBDA is to assist
in the development of band
directors and band programs
in schools, colleges and com-
munities throughout the state.

GSL trio named to state honor bands

Submitted photos
GSL eighth-grader Cavin Streufert plays the euphoni-
um.

GSL sophomore Tison Werner plays the French horn. Emma Gepson, a sophomore at GSL, plays the trumpet.

via assessments.
“Everybody should pay be-

cause everybody can use
them,” Robeck said.

The law allowing the use of
assessments dates back to
1959 and changing it would
require legislative action. 

“We can pretend there’s an-
other way to do it,” said
Mayor Randy Wilson. “Sadly,
there’s not. This is how we
have to proceed.”

The assessments would
carry interest in the neighbor-
hood of 4 or 5 percent and be
paid off in five years. The
city is funding 80 percent of
the project, said City Admin-
istrator Mark Larson

The bid opening will be
April 2 with the city council
considering awarding the bids
at its April 6 meeting.

With favorable bids and the
city council’s OK, the project
would be scheduled to run for
30 to 45 days between May
and September. Final assess-
ments will be considered
Sept. 21 with the project
scheduled for completion by
Sept. 30.

The council also OK’d
paying its contract engineers
from SEH Inc. just under
$64,000 to create the final
plans and specifications and
send the project out for bids.
The cost of the plans will ex-
pand if the project is expand-
ed, said Justin Black of SEH
Inc.

The project includes 
The proposed 2020 project

includes repaving deteriorat-
ing streets to extend pave-
ment life by 15 to 20 years. It
does not include reconstruc-
tion of utilities. The base bid
project areas include a section
of North Elliott Avenue be-
tween East 10th and just
north of East 11th Street, a
section of East 12th Street be-
tween North Hennepin and
North Greeley Avenues, the
Abbott and Baldwin Avenue
horseshoe and a short section
of North Vinton avenue be-
tween East Ninth and East
10th streets.

The alternate bid areas in-
clude a block-long strip of
East 11th Street west of North
Greeley Avenue, a section of
North Greeley Avenue, from
just south of East 12th Street
to almost East 13th Street and
two short sections of East
16th Street between North
Judd and North Knight Av-
enues and North Louden and
North McLeod avenues not
repaved during the central
storm sewer project. The
streets will be repaved with
2-inch, 4-inch or 5-inch deep
overlays, depending on the
volume of truck traffic they
endure. Drain tile will also be
installed where needed to
move standing water away
from the streets.

The streets were identified
during an inventory of city

streets. With council ap-
proval, the city plans to fund
the potential project with re-
serves set aside for street
work and assessments.

East 11th Street
The city also wants to im-

prove East 11th Street, from
just west of North Abbott Av-
enue to just east of Cardinal
Avenue in the spring,
repaving the roadway to
specifications for a 10-ton
road to serve the trucks that
utilize it.

The project includes a full-
depth reclamation 6-inch
overlay. In addition to the res-
idential and commercial
properties to the north, it also
serves businesses on the
south side of East 11th Street,
including the new Kwik Trip.

The project is estimated to
cost $290,000. Glencoe is
seeking $1 million in local
road improvement project
grant money from the state.
The state may OK the fund-
ing for LRIP requests during
the coming legislative ses-
sion, Black said. Assessments
to benefitting properties will
also help fund the project.

City Administrator Mark
Larson told the council the
city would make do “and
limp through the summer” if

the LRIP funding didn’t come
through.

The rate of deterioration of
East 11th Street accelerated
during the construction of
Kwik Trip. The city is con-
cerned that with the conven-
ience store now open, the
condition of the roadway will
worsen under the weight of
increased traffic, especially
from heavy trucks. Most of
the street is rated as “very
poor” in Glencoe’s pavement
management plan. The city
waited until the convenience
store was complete to mini-
mize the wear and tear on the
street, saving renovation of
East 11th Street until after
heavy construction traffic
left.

“Weather and surface con-
ditions limit which types of
repairs can feasibly be com-
pleted in the short term,”
Black told the council in a
Jan. 21 memo. “Short-term
repairs/reconstruction that
would need to be redone in
the near future as part of a
larger project would be a
poor investment.”

City Council Continued from page 1

19th Annual
McLeod Fish and Wildlife

CPA Banquet
Saturday, March 7
Pla-Mor Ballroom, Glencoe

Tickets sold at door or contact 
Adam Damman @ 320-237-2354.

Early Bird Deadline: Feb. 18

Membership $45 and Guest/Youth $20

BIG AUCTION 
ITEMS THIS YEAR!

2 Benelli Guns!
Many other Guns & Prizes!

F6-9ACt

Doors Open @ 3:30 p.m.
Prime Rib Dinner

Lic# X-34168
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Glencoe-Silver Lake Public Schools

School Readiness

Preschool
OPEN HOUSE AND REGISTRATION

Thursday, March 12
Early Childhood Learning Center

1621 16th St. E., Glencoe, Door #18 ~ 6:00 to 7:00 p.m.

We welcome you to meet the teachers, visit
the classrooms, pick up the preschool infor-
mation packet, register, and ask questions.

Registration for the 2020-2021 school year is
open Thursday, March 12 for children who will
be 3 to 5 years old and toilet trained by
September 1, 2020, and is ongoing until

classes are full.

Visit us online at: www.gsl.k12.mn.us          SCHOOLS
or www.facebook.com/GSLECFESR

Contact us at 320.864.2681 or

GSLECFE@gsl.k12.mn.us for more information.

ECLC

OPEN HOUSES
CLASS OF 2033

Kindergarten Round-up
“COME AND GO” OPEN HOUSE

Thursday, March 12
Lincoln Elementary School

5:00 to 7:00 p.m.
Please arrive by 6:30

1621 16th St. E., Glencoe, Door #11

Register your child for the 2020-2021 kindergarten school year if
your child will be 5 years old on or before September 1, 2020.

We invite you and your child to tour Lincoln Elementary School, meet
school staff, and enjoy a treat from us. If unable to attend, please call
320-864-2666 after March 12 for assistance with registration.

We look forward to meeting you!

The Glencoe-Silver Lake
MathCounts team recently
enjoyed solid results in a
competition at Minnesota
State University, Mankato.

Ten students in seventh and
eighth grades are on the team
and all competed on two indi-
vidual tests with and without
a calculator. The GSL team's
top four competitors – Lucia
Beste Zehnder, Andrew Ban-
das, Kayla Stowell and Luke
Schmieg – also took a team

test.  
In the MathCounts Tra-

verse Des Sioux Chapter
competitions, the top four in-

dividuals go on to compete at
a state level in March. Beste
Zehnder earned a 10th-place
finish while Bandas finished
16th out of 115 competitors.

The chapter competition
also sends three teams to a
state-level competition. GSL
just missed the trip with a
fourth-place finish among 16
schools. The top three teams
were St. Paul's Lutheran of
New Ulm, Hutchinson Mid-
dle School and Lake Crystal-

Wellcome Memorial School.
Shannon Mattson, a substi-

tute teacher at GSL, coaches
the team.  The team meets
weekly from November
through the chapter competi-
tion in early February.

The team is open to addi-
tional members. Contact
Mattson at
smattson@gsl.k12.mn.us or
call 320-864-2400.

GSL students made math count
at chapter competition in Mankato

Try it yourself
Check out MathCounts

problems for yourself at
MathCounts problems are
available online at
artofproblemsolving.com/
mathcounts_trainer

The GSL MathCounts team recently enjoyed a solid
showing at a competition in Mankato. The team in-
cludes (back row, from left) Autumn Schuch, Josef
Mattson, Sawyer Guerrero, Andrew Bandas, Tanner

Rosenlund and coach Shannon Mattson, (front row,
from left) Kayla Stowell, Boaz Rakow, Evan Marti,
Luke Schmieg and Lucia Beste Zehnder. 

For the first time since
I can remember, I
might not vote this

year … in the new state presi-
dential primary that is.

I am a strong believer in
voter participation, but the
way the state primary is set
up, there is no room for
someone like me who votes
for the person, not the party. I
have no intention of declaring
my allegiance to either the
Republican and Democrat
party, mainly because I sup-
port parts of each and much
of neither.

So how can I pledge loyal-
ty to a split ticket? I can’t, so
I don’t plan to vote in the pri-
mary.

The new presidential pri-
mary is rigged to favor only
those who have major party
loyalty. The major parties are
the Republican and Demo-
cratic-Farmer-Labor as well
as two other “major parties”

on the ballot, the Grassroots-
Legalized Cannabis Party and
the Legal Marijuana Now
Party. Really? Other major
parties?

I’d rather sit this one out
since I like none of the above.

The presidential primary
was approved by the state
Legislature in 2016 and also
allows for early voting.

There’s another rub. Why
are we letting people vote

early? I can understand if vot-
ers are out of town or unable
to attend the polls because of
illnesses. They can request an
absentee ballot.

But to allow able-bodied
people to simply vote early
because they want to seems
insane simply because they
are too inconvenienced to
show up on March 3?

Which brings up the point
of the recent Nevada Democ-
rat caucuses that allowed
70,000 to 75,000 voters to
cast early ballots, even before
the Democrats had an oppor-
tunity to debate, if that’s what
you can call that debacle. It
was more like a shouting
match than a debate. By the
way, where was the modera-
tor who should have ended
the nastiness?

Anyway, early voting indi-
cated those Nevada voters
had already made up their
minds. So why hold the de-

bates if their minds were al-
ready made up?

So as the Democrats con-
tinue to self-destruct and
President Donald Trump con-
tinues to strut around like the
egomaniac he is after his im-
peachment vindication, this
election year is shaping up to
be a disaster for moderates
like me.

With all that said, I may
have to stay home in Novem-
ber, too. It doesn’t look like it
will get any better if the De-
mocrats put up a far-left can-
didate like Bernie Sanders
and the Republicans continue
backing far-right fear mon-
gering Donald Trump.

Some choices. Here’s hop-
ing we moderates get a third
option by November.

Rich Glennie was the edi-
tor of The Chronicle for 23
years. He retired Aug. 1,
2014.

As Election Day nears, he’s pondering a primary pass

Rich Glennie

The Glencoe Library is
marching into a busy and fun
month. Here are some fun
events happening during
March.

Read Across America Day,
also known as Dr. Seuss Day,
is a yearly observance en-
couraging children to read
more books and getting them
excited about reading. Stop
by the library for in-house
games and crafts based on
popular children’s books.
And continue the fun with
great take-homes and ideas
found in the new interactive
kiosk space at the library. 

We will also be celebrating
National Pi Day 3.14 March
14 and St. Patrick’s Day on
March 17.

Master gardener Dave
Daubert speaks every Thurs-
day, 6 p.m., on topics includ-
ing growing herbs March 5,
identifying trees March 12,
lawn care March 19, and be-
ginning gardening March 26.
The gardening series contin-
ues in April with a presenta-
tion on growing vegetables
April 2 and pruning April 9.
These sessions are free and
no registration is needed.

GROW in knowledge and
LEAVE no question unasked.

March is Food Shelf

Month. We encourage people
to support the McLeod Emer-
gency Food Shelf and erase
your library fines. To pay or
decrease library fines, bring a
non-perishable food item for
the food shelf and the Glen-
coe Library will waive 50
cents from library fines. One
item per card per day
throughout March 2020.

Ongoing programs
The adult art/craft class

will meet Monday, March 9,
6 p.m., for bubble-wrap
painting. Registration is
needed as class size is limit-
ed. POP in or call the library
to register.

The mystery book club will
meet Thursday, March 5, 6
p.m., to discuss “Poyson Gar-
den” by Karen Harper.  The
luncheon book club will meet
Friday, March 20, 11:30 a.m.,
to discuss “Lost Girls of
Paris” by Pam Jenoff.

Tuesdays continue with
toddler story time at 10 a.m.
and LEGO Club will meet
Tuesday, March 17, 6 p.m.

For more information, visit
the library’s website at
www.glencoe.lib.mn.us or
visit the Glencoe Public Li-
brary’s Facebook page.  

March toward
spring at the library

Library News
By Jackee Fountain

Round Grove townships –
also hold spring elections for
town board members.

“Township Day gives a di-
rect voice to residents of
townships. The annual meet-
ing is an opportunity to partic-
ipate in local government.
Residents meet and discuss is-
sues with their town board,
and vote on the proposed tax
levy,” said David Hann, Min-

nesota Association of Town-
ships executive director.

Township residents should
check the location and time of
their township’s annual meet-
ing by checking the published
notice in the local newspaper
or by contacting the township
clerk, Hann said.

“Township communities
come together to shape their
government from the grass-

roots up,” he said. “Whether
they are electing new local of-
ficers or voting on the annual
tax levy, these annual meet-
ings are important to the direct
democracy of townships. 

Information Minnesota’s
townships: There are approxi-
mately 914,174 township resi-
dents in Minnesota townships.
Townships exist in every area
of the state, including the met-

ropolitan area. Some – with
populations of more than
1,000 – function in much the
same way as a small city.
While many townships remain
rural agricultural centers,
other host a variety of residen-
tial, light commercial, and in-
dustrial development.

Townships Continued from page 1

word was ‘habitué.’ No doubt
most every eighth-grader
knows it refers to a resident of
or frequent visitor to a particu-
lar place.

“I had no idea,” Magnuson
admitted.

After all but two of the
state’s top spellers were elimi-
nated, the contest came down
to Magnuson and a young
man trying to spell a word
correctly spell a word after the
other contestant failed to spell
the word and claim the victo-
ry. They faced words like
‘tourelle’ and ‘hinoki.’’

Look that one up
Magnuson had heard of

some of the words she and her
fellow competitors faced, but
admits there were more than a
few times when she and likely
the rest of the competitors
mustered educated and
thoughtful guesses.

For example, she spelled
‘tourelle’ as t-u-r-r-e-l-l.

“I knew it was wrong,” she
said.

What does ‘habitué’ actual-

ly mean? “I’ve got no idea,”
Magnuson said.

These are hardly the kind of
nouns and adjectives the typi-
cal junior high-schooler uses
on a daily basis. Magnuson
enjoys pushing the boundaries
of a spellcheck on her com-
puter’s Microsoft Word writ-
ing program.

Magnuson prepares for
spelling competitions by read-
ing as often as she can. She’ll
take a packet of 10 sheets of
commonly used words, each
sheet containing 100 words.
After studying the words for a

long period of time, she’ll
take pen to paper and write
each word five times before
asking one of parents or a sib-
ling to quiz her.

It’s the kind of work ethic
and attention to detail that has
helped Magnuson earn a spot
on the school’s academic
honor roll.

It’s also the kind of work
ethic she brings to the volley-
ball and basketball courts and
softball field. The solitary
studying is a contrast to the
team-centric approach the
sports require.

Time spent reading and
studying is a chance for Mag-
nuson to slow down and relax
after a hectic day, she said.

But her competitive nature
isn’t so easily shelved. Mag-
nuson likes competing, even
in spelling bees.

“If you’re going to try and
be good, there’s no point in
not trying to do the best you
can,” she said.

The trophy she brought
home as runner-up honor in
the state bee joins the honors
she’s won in sports. But a lot
of those athletic trophies have
found their way to the back of
her closet. They aren’t as im-
pressive in size as the spelling
bee award.

“I’ll keep this one out, just
to look at for awhile,” she
said.

‘If you’re going to
try and be good,
there’s no point
in not trying to do
the best you
can.’

- Reese Magnuson,
GSL eighth-grader

Top Speller Continued from page 1

Check Out My New
Website

Healingarts-mn.com
You can book 

appointments online!

Healing Arts Acupunture 
320-864-5557
2041 10th St. E, Glencoe

proposal.

Closed session
Under state law, the city

council can meet in closed
session to consider such a
transaction but cannot for-
mally vote in a closed ses-
sion. It can only consider in-
formation on a proposed
transaction and not discuss
what to do with the building
and 6-plus acres of property.
Closed sessions must also be
recorded with the audio re-
leased if the proposed sale is
completed. Schrupp contend-
ed the interest in redevelop-
ing the site might provide re-
lief to an eyesore.

Neid won’t argue the aes-

thetic concerns with the
building. He’s concerned the
building will end up in fore-
closure, with the city footing
the bill for studies and possi-
ble cleanup of potential con-
taminants and redevelopment
he believes should be paid by
the owner of the property.

“I think there’s alternative
ways to get this thing cleaned
up,” Neid said. “I’m not par-
ticipating in writing those
checks.”

Robeck could not be
reached for comment.

Wilson said late last week
the issue isn’t over. He plans
to continue seeking informa-
tion on the proposal in the
best interest of the city.

Creamery Continued from page 1
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Letters
The McLeod County Chronicle
welcomes letters from readers
expressing their opinions. All let-
ters, however, must be 500
words or less and signed. Private
thanks, solicitations and poten-
tially libelous letters will not be
published. We reserve the right
to edit any letter.
A guest column is also available
to any writer who would like to
present an opinion in a more ex-
panded format. If interested, con-
tact the editor. info@glencoe-
news.com.

Ethics
The editorial staff of the McLeod
County Chronicle strives to pres-
ent the news in a fair and accu-
rate manner. We appreciate er-
rors being brought to our atten-
tion. Please bring any grievances
against the Chronicle to the at-
tention of the editor, John
Mueller, at 320-864-5518, or
info@glencoenews.com.

Press Freedom
Freedom of the press is guaran-
teed under the First Amendment to
the U.S. Constitution:
“Congress shall make no law re-
specting an establishment of reli-
gion, or prohibiting the free exer-
cise thereof; or abridging the free-
dom of speech, or the press…”
Ben Franklin wrote in the Pennsyl-
vania Gazette in 1731: “If printers
were determined not to print any-
thing till they were sure it would
offend nobody there would be very
little printed.”

Deadline for The McLeod County
Chronicle news is 5 p.m., and ad-
vertising is noon, Monday. Dead-
line for Glencoe Advertiser adver-
tising is noon, Wednesday. Dead-
line for The Galaxy advertising is
noon Wednesday.
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Question of the week
What do you think of the city’s proposed

street-improvement plan for 2020

1) It sounds reasonable. 

2) It must include East 11th Street near Kwik Trip.

3) Too costly; wait a year or two.

4) I don’t know enough to comment.

.

Results for most recent question:

What percentage of the county’s residents do you think
will participate in their party’s caucuses?

1) Less than 25 percent – 74%

2) 25 to 50 percent – 15%

3) More than 50 percent – 3%

4) I don’t plan to attend – 9%

34 votes
Next poll question runs Feb. 26-March 3.

You can

vote
online at www.glencoenews.com

Bigger fish to fry

Our view: Proposed
ordinance a solution without

a problem

Advisory boards and
commissions to the
city council are, by

their nature, intended to offer
the city council a recommen-
dation on an issue. They were
not created to make hard and
lasting decisions. They are
made up of citizens who ide-
ally put far more into their re-
spective appointments than
they receive in compensation.
They work in relative
anonymity and ask only their
recommendations be thought-
fully considered. 

Appointees serving on the
city’s advisory boards truly
are giving back to their com-
munity.

So, it seems a bit surprising
that what appears to be a ma-
jority of the city council’s
members seem hellbent on
trying to exercise control
over a group of people it
should be grateful are willing
to serve.

They seem to have a solu-
tion. Now all they need is a
problem.

At the behest of Councilor
Milan Alexander, the city has
drafted a proposed ordinance
limiting the tenure of service
of people willing to serve on
advisory boards and commis-
sions. A public hearing on the
proposed ordinance is slated
for the Monday, March 2 city
council meeting.

The proposed ordinance, if
enacted, limits people to two
three-year terms and pro-
hibits a person from serving
on more than one board or
commission at a time. Mem-
bers of the advisory boards
and commissions will theo-
retically have to reapply after
one term for the privilege of
serving a second term.

The proposed ordinance in-
cludes a provision the council
may remove a person from an
advisory board or commis-
sion. All it will take under
Alexander’s provision is a
three-fifths majority rather
than the previously-accepted
four-fifths super majority.

Alexander has publicly
stated his displeasure with the

park advisory board for its re-
jection of Councilor Cory
Neid’s attendance and lack of
support for board recommen-
dations. In defense of Neid,
he works Wednesdays and
can’t readily attend the meet-
ings that night. How about
meeting on another night?

The three-fifths provision
would make it too easy for,
say, a group of three council
members to remove advisory
board members it deems un-
cooperative rather than work-
ing toward an amicable solu-
tion. That’s especially con-
cerning, as we have seen in
the recent months, when
councilors vote as a group.

Alexander has taken on the
mission of late to inform the
masses on the satisfaction of
serving on the city’s advisory
boards and commissions. The
city has a local radio station,
a community newspaper, an
electronic message board
along East 11th Street and so-
cial media to advertise open-
ings on advisory boards and
commissions.

People are busy. With the
level of disfunction the city
council periodically displays,
residents aren’t exactly rush-
ing to city hall to apply.

Sadly, that’s a problem.
Most of the proposed ordi-
nance the council is consider-
ing is not needed.

Is all this really necessary?
We think not. The council has
other issues than the person-
ality clashes to deal with.

Control utility rates, con-
tinue providing a high level
of service at a fair rate of tax-
ation, deal with the proposed
creation of a comprehensive
plan, prepare for the growth
of the city’s residential and
commercial-industrial com-
ponents, and perhaps start to
accept input from residents
during council meetings.

These are reasonable ideas
to start with. In any season,
the city council has bigger
fish to fry.

-jm

Letter to editor

Another election season is
upon us and the political let-
ters have started to arrive.
Over the years, the letters at
election time have turned
more into advertisement in
support or against a candidate
or political party. As this
trend has continued, newspa-
pers are either charging for
election-related letters or re-
fusing them all together.

Letters to the editor are a
vital part of a healthy com-
munity and we feel even po-
litical endorsements provide
something for each individual
to ponder. 

Beginning with the March
4 edition of The McLeod
County Chronicle, all elec-
tion-related letters to the edi-
tor will be run as paid elec-
tion letters.

Any election related letters
to the editor, in support or op-
posing a candidate or politi-
cal party, including letters
from candidates, will be
noted as paid election letters. 

Paid election letters will
cost $25 for up to 300 words.
Letters of more than 300
words will be treated as dis-
play advertising and subject
to the per column inch rate.

Letters and payments must
be received by noon Monday
to run in the Wednesday edi-
tion. If a letter is paid by
someone other than the au-
thor, the funding source must
be included, in accordance
with election laws.

All letters must include the
name, address and phone
number of the author for veri-
fication purposes, although
only the name of the author
and the city of residence will
be published.

Letters cannot be libelous
or defamatory. The editor
and/or publisher have final

say on what will be pub-
lished.

Election letters will not be
published in the final week
prior to the election, since
there would be no opportuni-
ty for an opposing candidate
or their supporters to respond.

Letters can be submitted to
the editor at
johnm@glencoenews.com.

Questions regarding the
paid election letter policy
should be directed to the pub-
lisher Karin Ramige at 
karinr@glencoenews.com or
call 320-864-5518.

The Chronicle updates its election letter policy

To the editor,
Regarding the Morningside

project, I don't think the
mayor and the county board
chairman have the support
they think they have.  I have
talked to maybe 30 folks who
are also taxpayers in Glencoe,
Brownton and Hutch that are
in amazement that this proj-
ect is still a topic.

You are (considering)
adding a lot of truck traffic to
the intersection of Morning-
side and 212, already proven
to be a dangerous intersec-
tion.

You are adding a railroad

crossing that is questionable
as to actual usage and a
roundabout on 16th (Street),
which, if typical in size, will
be too small for semis to ne-
gotiate safely, to say nothing
of its being a block from the
high school and quite expen-
sive.

The intersection a mile
north is a four-way stop,
loved by all truckers, and the
intersection to the west with
Highway 22 is a tight corner
of less than 90 degrees,
which will be a problem for
all the truck traffic you fore-
cast.  That corner has not

been mentioned yet by any-
one. Maybe two more round-
abouts?

I agree that truck traffic
through Glencoe's main street
is a big problem, but for the
money being spent you could
clear Chandler north of the
carwash of houses and busi-
nesses, build those two
blocks to handle truck traffic
and have money left over.

Or, how about a new road
west of town straightening
out Highway 22 and going
straight south to Highway
212? Solves everything.

I think these options have

been considered in years past;
maybe it 's time to revisit
them.

Maybe the mayor and the
county board chair could de-
viate again from their policy
of not communicating with us
common folk and explain
how this project with its ac-
companying cost is really
going to help the city and our
county.

Curt Carrigan,
Brownton

(Curt Carrigan is a mem-
ber of the Brownton City
Council.)

Morningside project not as popular as some think it is



Wayne L. Micka, 85, of
Hutchinson, passed away
Monday, Feb. 17, at Abbott
Northwestern Hospital in
Minneapolis.

A memori-
al service
was held Sat-
urday, Feb.
22, 1 p.m., at
Faith Presby-
t e r i a n
Church in
Silver Lake,
with inter-
ment in the
Bohemian National Cemetery
in Rich Valley Township,
rural Silver Lake.

The Rev. Murphy Ashley
Jr. was the officiating clergy.

Jacki Rossi was the organ-
ist and soloist Barb Wawrzy-
niak performed “Precious
Lord, Take My Hand.”

“Just A Closer Walk with
Thee” and “Sweet Hour of
Prayer” were the congrega-
tional hymns.

Dale Ewald, Bob Bowen,
Ken Merrill, Jerry Brooks,
Ken Bentz and Bob Krcil
were the honorary urn-bear-
ers.

Eric Micka was the urn-
bearer.

The Hutchinson Memorial
Rifle Squad performed mili-
tary honors.

Wayne Lyle Micka was
born in McLeod County May
6, 1934. He was the son of
George and Mildred (Krcil)
Micka. Mr. Micka was bap-
tized as an infant at the Pres-
byterian Church in Silver
Lake, and was later con-
firmed in his faith as a youth.
He received his education at
Komensky School, District
11, in McLeod County, and
graduated from Hutchinson
High School with the Class of
1952. Mr. Micka continued
his education at the Universi-
ty of Minnesota’s St. Paul
Campus and graduated in
1954.

Wayne volunteered for
service in the United States
Army in October of 1954 and
was honorably discharged in
October of 1956. Mr. Micka
served as a Morse code radio
operator in Mannheim, Ger-
many, after going to signal
school in Stuttgart, Germany. 

On January 12, 1957,

Wayne was united in mar-
riage to Barbara Madden of
Marshall, at the Methodist
Church in Marshall. Their
marriage was blessed with
two sons and one daughter,
Greg, Dorann, and Jeff.
Wayne and Barb have resided
in Hutchinson since 1957.

Mr. Micka worked for the
state helping to test dairy cat-
tle before going to college.
After military service, he was
employed at the 3M Compa-
ny in Hutchinson for 34
years, 31 of those years being
a supervisor.

He belonged to many or-
ganizations. Mr. Micka was a
member of Temple Lodge
No. 59 of Masons, a member
of Zuhrah Shrine of Minneso-
ta, Crow River Shrine Club, a
longtime member of Kiwanis,
and served on the McLeod
County Fair Board for over
50 years. He served over 50
years on the University of
Minnesota School Of Agri-
culture Alumni Association
Board Of Directors, two of
which were as its president. 

Mr. Micka was a member
of the American Legion Post
96, VFW member of Post
906, a Third District officer
for eight years, and was a
member of Disabled Ameri-
can Veterans. He was also a
member of the Gopher
Campfire Club and the
Brownton Rod and Gun Club.
Mr. Micka sang in the
Hutchinson Choristers (men’s
choral group), played in two
old-time bands for over 30
years and also played in the
University of Minnesota St.
Paul band. He helped organ-
ize a swing band at the uni-
versity which played for
many school events and at
area high schools for sock
hops. 

Mr. Micka was involved
with the Western Fraternal
Life Association and served
as district vice president for
about 10-15 years. He volun-
teered as caretaker of the
local WFLA building and
grounds (the old Komensky
school). 

He sang in church choirs
for many years at the Congre-
gational Church in Hutchin-
son and in recent years the
Presbyterian Church in Silver

Lake. He is also a member of
the Mariners Group at the
church.

In Mr. Micka’s early years,
he was a 4-H club member
and started his years of play-
ing ball as a 4-H member. He
then continued to play both
fastpitch and slow-pitch ball
until he was 52 years old. It
was then his body said, that’s
all.

While he was working, Mr.
Micka spent much time
teaching CPR to any group
that requested it and also
teaching seventh- and 10th-
graders in many area schools.
In his spare time, he part-
nered with Vic Arlt to umpire
baseball and softball and ref-
ereeing basketball and volley-
ball. In the last 10 years or so,
Mr. Micka was very involved
in Relay for Life fundraising
for cancer research.

Mr. Micka passed away
Monday, Feb. 17, at Abbott
Northwestern Hospital in
Minneapolis, at the age of 85
years. Blessed be his memo-
ry.

Wayne is survived by his
wife, Barbara Micka of
Hutchinson; children, Grego-
ry Micka of Burnsville,  Do-
rann Sinclair and her hus-
band, John, of Stillwater, Jef-
fery Micka of Hutchinson;
grandchildren, Eric Micka
and Lisa Micka; many other
relatives and friends.

He is preceded in death by
his parents, George and Mil-
dred Micka.

The Dobratz-Hantge
Chapels in Hutchinson han-
dled the arrangements. Its
website is www.hantge.com
and it hosts obituary and
guestbook information.
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Professional Directory
JERRY 

SCHARPE, LTD
712 E. 13th St., Glencoe

Income Tax Preparation
Business, Farm, Personal, Estate & 

Gift Returns
Monthly Accounting, Payroll

& Financial Statements

Jerry Scharpe, CPA
Jeffrey Scharpe, RAP

Tel: 320-864-5380
Fax: 320-864-6434

Serving clients since 1971

• 5” Seamless Gutters
• 6” Seamless Gutters
• K-Guard Leaf-Free

Gutter System
(lifetime clog free guarantee)

PHIL GOETTL
612-655-1379 
888-864-5979

www.mngutter.com
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The Professional Directory is pro-
vided each week for quick reference
to professionals in the Glencoe area
— their locations, phone numbers
and office hours. Call the McLeod

County Chronicle office 
for details on how you can be in-

cluded in this directory, 
320-864-5518.

Chiropractor
Dr. Scott Gauer

Dr. Randy Johnson
Effective, caring doctors

Friendly, helpful staff
Convenient scheduling

320-864-3196
800-653-4140

1706 10th St. E, Glencoe

www.gauerchiropractic.com

COKATO
EYE CENTER
115 Olsen Blvd., Cokato

320-286-5695 

OPTOMETRISTS
*Paul G. Eklof, O.D.

*Katie N. Tancabel, O.D.
Kid’s Glasses $98.00
Teen Glasses $118

F39tfnCt

Glencoe and Cologne

Advertise
Your Ad
Here!

PERSONALIZED & CUSTOMIZED

952.467.2081
JOHN & LORI TROCKE

Thank You
The family of Margaret Chap

would like to express their
gratitude and thanks for all the
kindness shown at the time of
her death.

Special thank yous go to: the
Doctors and Nurses at Glen-
coe Regional Health, Abbott
Northwestern and the Ambu-
lance crew; the staff at Glen-
Fields Living with Care:
Maresh Funeral Home staff;
those that helped with the Vis-
itation and Service- Fr. Tony
Studeba, Alice Nowak and the
Choir, CCW, Rosary Society,
the Legion Auxiliary, those
that worked the lunch and
Margaret’s grandsons for
being pallbearers.

A sincere thank you to those
who brought food, sent plants
or flowers and sent memorials.
We appreciate all the prayers
and condolences. 

Doris & Dan Barberg Family,
Carol & Greg St. Hilarie Family,

Rita & Dave Hoernemann Family, 
and Judy & Jim Allbee Family

*9ACt

Obituaries
Gary Allen Schlagel, 73, of

rural Howard Lake passed
away Saturday, Feb. 15, at St.
Mary’s Care Center in Winst-
ed.

Mr. Schlagel was born Feb.
10, 1947, the
son of Don-
ald F. and
Myrtle M.
( P o s u s t a )
Schlagel.  He
grew up on
the family’s
homestead in
Victor Town-
ship, Wright
County.  Mr.
Schlagel enjoyed helping out
on the family farm and
worked part-time for 40 years
at the Howard Lake School.  

He enjoyed his family and
loved animals.

A memorial Mass of Chris-
tian burial for Gary Schlagel
was held Friday, Feb. 21, at
Holy Trinity Catholic Church
in Winsted, 11 a.m. Inurn-
ment was held at Holy Trinity
Catholic Cemetery. 

A visitation was held
Thursday, Feb. 20, 2020, 4 to
7 p.m., at The Chilson Funer-
al Home in Winsted.  A
prayer service was held at 6
p.m. Further visitation was
held one hour prior to Mass
at the church Friday, Feb. 21.

Mr. Schlagel is survived by
his siblings, David, Diane,
Cindy, Galen and their re-
spective spouses; nieces,
nephews, great-nieces and

great-nephews further sur-
vive. 

He is preceded in death by
his parents, an infant sister,
Beverly Ann Schlagel; grand-
parents, aunts and uncles.

Daniel Laxen was the urn-
bearer; gift-bearers were
Dirkstin Laxen, Ben Poirier,
and Isabelle Schaufler. Hon-
orary urn-bearers were Don-
ald Laxen, Candi Laxen,
Roger Kritzeck and Lyle
Kritzeck. 

The Chilson Funeral Home
in Winsted, handled the
arrangements. Its website is
www.chilsonfuneralhome.co
m where obituaries and a
guestbook are available.

Gary Schlagel, 73, of rural Howard Lake

Gary
Schlagel

Larris “Larry” Bernard
Chacka, 73, of Champlin,
passed away Feb. 17, due to
complications with sepsis.

To cele-
brate Larry’s
life and share
memories, a
v i s i t a t i o n
was held at
Maresh Fu-
neral Home,
105 Main St.,
Silver Lake,
S a t u r d a y ,
Feb. 22, 2 to
5 p.m. In lieu of flowers and
memorials, please make do-
nations in Mr. Chacka’s name

to the American Lung Associ-
ation.

Mr. Chacka was born Aug.
20, 1946, in Glencoe. He at-
tended Silver Lake High
School and worked for Red
Owl/SuperValu Distribution.
He frequented Mystic Lake
Casino and enjoyed trips to
Las Vegas.

Larry is preceded in death
by his father, Bernard
“Bernie” Chacka; and stepfa-
ther, Glen Carlson.

Mr. Chacka is survived by
his mother, Evelyn Chacka;
children, Tracy Chacka and
Terence Chacka; brother,
Lyle Chacka and sister-in-

law, Cheryl Chacka; and
nephews, Brian Chacka
(Monica) and David Chacka
(Kristen, Charlie, and Ricky).  

Very special thanks the
doctors and nurses at North
Memorial Hospital in Rob-
binsdale and Maple Grove. In
honor of Larry's wishes, he
will be cremated and there
will be no funeral service. 

The Maresh Funeral Home
handled the arrangements. Its
website is www.mareshfuner-
alhome.com and it hosts obit-
uaries and guestbook infor-
mation.

Larris Chacka, 73, of Champlin

Larris
Chacka

Robert “Bob” Earl Tadsen,
92, of Chaska, died Tuesday,
Feb. 18, at
212 Medical
Center, Chas-
ka.

A memori-
al service
will be held
T h u r s d a y ,
Feb. 27, 11
a.m., with
family re-
c e i v i n g
friends from
10 to 11 a.m. all at the Mora-
vian Church, 115 Fourth St.
E., Chaska, with Pastor Paul
Christopher officiating. There
will be a private family inurn-
ment at a later date in Brown-

ton.
Mr. Tadsen was born Feb.

15, 1928, in Brownton, the
only child of Edward “Bar-
ney” and Marie (Reimers)
Tadsen. He graduated from
Brownton High School and
then he earned his bachelor of
science degree at St. Cloud
State University before earn-
ing his master’s degree at the
University of Minnesota,
Minneapolis. In 1951, he
married Jeanne Walters (68
years); they had three chil-
dren. Mr. Tadsen was a veter-
an of the Korean War and a
lifetime member of the Amer-
ican Legion. He was a
teacher and coach of multiple
sports at Chaska High School

for 30 years. His retirement
involved driver’s training,
bus driver, house painter,
golfer, fisherman and jogger
until his later years. He con-
tinued to be an avid baseball
fan until the end of his life. 

Survivors include his lov-
ing wife of 68 years, Jeanne;
daughter, Jane Tadsen and her
partner, Sandy Oelfke of
Green Isle; sons, David of
Chaska and Gary of Chaska.

The Bertas Funeral Home
& Cremation Services of
Chaska is handling the
arrangements. Its website is
www.bertasfh.com and it
hosts obituary and guestbook
information.

Robert Tadsen, 92, of Chaska

Robert
Tadsen

Wayne Micka, 85, of Hutchinson

Wayne
Micka

Death Notices

Loren
Mackenthun,
79, of Glencoe

Loren Mackenthun, 79, of
Glencoe, passed away Friday,

Feb. 14, at Abbott Northwest-
ern Hospital in Minneapolis.

A memorial service will be
held Saturday, March 7, 3
p.m., at St. John’s Evangelical
Lutheran Church in Helen
Township, rural Glencoe, with
interment following at the
church cemetery.

A gathering of family and
friends will be held Saturday,

March 7, 1 to 3 p.m., two
hours prior the service at the
church.

The Johnson-McBride Fu-
neral Chapel in Glencoe is
handling the arrangements. Its
website is
www.mcbridechapel .com
where obituary and guestbook
information are available.

Chronicle photo by John Mueller

Their version of ‘Freaks’
GSL juniors Dylan Kucera, playing the trombone, and Josh Essen, microwave per-
cussion, performed their version of the YouTube musical, “Freaks” Thursday, Feb.
21, during the Winterfest Talent Show in the high school auditorium. The musical
involves Kucera playing the trombone while Essen rhythmically opened and slams
the microwave door. The microwave door did not survive the performance. It
broke off the hinges and fell to the stags as students roared their approval.
Judges awarded the performance the show’s top act.
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Thurs., February 27 — AA Group mtg. next to Post Office in

Stewart, 8 p.m., call 320-212-5290 for info.; 

Mon., March 2 — Tops Weigh-In mtg., 5-5:30 p.m.; Brown-

ton Senior Citizens Club, Brownton Community Center, 1 p.m

Tues., March 3 — Brownton City Council, 7 p.m.

Thurs., March 5 — AA Group mtg. next to Post Office in

Stewart, 8 p.m., call 320-212-5290 for info.

Sun., March 8 —

Mon., March 9 — Tops Weigh-In mtg., 5-5:30 p.m.; Brown-

ton Senior Citizens Club, Brownton Community Center, 1

p.m.; Stewart City Council, 7 p.m.; Edward Ewald Post

143 of Brownton & Auxiliary, Brownton Community Cen-

ter, 7 p.m. 

128 4TH AVE. N. • P.O. BOX 279 • BROWNTON, MN 55312-0279
PHONE (320) 328-5222 • FAX 320-328-4045

We’ll have a quiet week as the main storm track stays
to our south. Any weather of note will stay south this
week with improving temperatures as we move toward
the weekend.

Cool temperatures moved back in early in the week be-
hind a storm that impacted areas to our south. It won’t be
as bad as a couple other cold snaps recently, but with
highs in the teens it’ll be well below normal. The good
news is it’ll be short-lived again as temperatures rise
back to the freezing mark for the weekend.

This temperature swing is normal for late February as
winter tries its best to avoid an advancing spring. The
coldest of the cold air in North America is locked up well
north in Canada and it’s having a tough time making
much progress south. The long-range forecasts keep this
pattern in play with above normal highs into the first part
of March.

Precipitation stays away this week also with our next
best chance being early next week and even that is push-
ing off to our south. Hopefully this pattern holds as it is
allowing a nice slow melt which will help potential
flooding issues. There’s still quite a bit of water locked
up in the soil from last fall.

Have a great week everyone; happy March.

Ma dobry weekendem Mit dobry vikend

Wednesday night: Lows zero to 6, partly cloudy.
Thursday: Highs 15-21,  Lows 0-6,  mostly clear.
Friday: Highs 18-24, Lows 6-12,  mostly clear/scatt flrries.
Saturday: Highs 26-34, Lows 14-20,  clear.
Sunday: Highs 32-40, partly cloudy.

Weather Quiz: What are some of March’s weather ex-
tremes?

Last week’s question: How is the spring flood fore-
cast looking this year?

Answer to last week’s question: Thunderstorms typi-
cally hit when there’s large temperature differences over
an area. This starts to get going in the Spring so we can
see thunder pretty much from March on. MN has had a
March tornado although it’s very rare it can happen. We
also get thunder in winter with some of the more intense
snowstorms, this again is rare and usually means the rate
of snow is extremely high.

Remember: I make the forecast, not the weather.

Weather Corner
By Jake Yurek

People

Kuehn on NDSU dean’s list
Plato’s Josh P. Kuehn, a mechanical engineering stu-

dent at North Dakota State University, earned a spot on
the dean’s list for his academic work during the fall 2019
semester.

To qualify for the dean’s list at NDSU, a student must
earn a 3.50 grade point average or higher and be enrolled
in at least 12 class credits.

Area students graduate
Glencoe and area students were among the more than

710 students who garduated from St. Cloud State Univer-
sity after completing the fall semester 2019.

The local graduates include Glencoe’s Terri Cohrs, as-
sociate of arts, liberal arts and sciences; and Shanel
Galea of Stewart, bachelor of science, social studies edu-
cation.

Area student honored
Samantha Mellies, of Stewart, was named to the fall

2019 dean's list at the University of Findlay in Findlay,
Ohio.

To receive the honor, Mellies earned a grade-point av-
erage of at least 3.5 on a 4.0 scale.

Glencoe, area students shine
Glencoe’s Nicolas Doerr has earned a spot on the

dean’s list and Silver Lake’s Madison Monahan earned a
place on the university’s president’s list for the fall se-
mester at Drake University in Des Moines.

To be eligible for the president's list, students must
have earned a perfect 4.0 GPA and a 3.5 GPA for the
deans' list at Drake.

Local students honored at ‘U’
A group of area students were recently lauded for their

academic success at the University of Minnesota Twin
Cities.

The students include Glencoe’s Lindsay Wedin, senior,
college of design; Plato’s Teanna Vorlicek, senior, college
of liberal arts; and Silver Lake’s Lucas Hoof, freshman,
college of biological sciences.

The students were named to the 2019 fall semester
dean's list at the University of Minnesota Twin Cities. To
qualify for the dean's list, a student must complete 12 or
more letter-graded credits while attaining a 3.66 grade
point average.

Area students shine at MSU
Several students from Glencoe and the area have been

honored for their academic success with placement on
the fall semester dean’s list.

The academic high honor and honor lists (dean's lists)
for the past fall semester at Minnesota State University,
includes 3,445 students, with 915 qualifying for the high
honor list by earning a 4.0 straight ‘A’ average, while
2,530 students earned a 3.5 to 3.99 average to qualify for
the honor list.

To qualify for academic honors, undergraduate stu-
dents must be enrolled for at least 12 credits for the se-
mester. 

The students from Glencoe include Alexis Grack, high
honors; Janna Hatrick, honors; Madison Kalenberg, high
honors; Blake Pieschke, high honors; Jacob Popelka,
honors; and Michaela Sylvester, honors. 

Honorees from Brownton include Donovan Becker,
honors; Molli Cacka, honors; Allie Harpel, honors; Chase
Schrupp, honors; and Kayla Stuber, honors.

Honorees from Plato, Mitchell Boesche, honors;
Kaden Lilienthal, honors; Jacob Litzau, honors; Sam
Oas, honors; and Mitchell Pinske, high honors

Silver Lake honorees include MacKenzie Davis, hon-
ors; and Emily Hackbarth, honors.

With 22 members present,
the Silver Lake Senior Citi-
zen’s Club met Monday, Feb.
10, 1 p.m., at the Silver Lake
Auditorium to celebrate three
members’ birthdays.

The group planned a Feb.
12 get-together for cards at
Cedar Crest. The group will
gather again March 9.

Linda Rozeske and Doris
Wraspir were the Polish
poker winners Feb. 10. Aggie
Fiecke, Mary Jaskowiak,
Gary Kaczmarek, Margaret
Benz, Shirley Fiecke, Tom
Rozeske, Laura Kaczmarek,
Genny Lhotka, Don Benz and
Yvonne Nowak were the win-
ners at 500.

SL seniors celebrate
birthdays, play cards

By Karin Ramige
Publisher

Residents of Silver Lake
experienced sticker shock
when they received their
most recent utility bill. In No-
vember, the city council ap-
proved a 51-percent base rate
increase to the water and
sewer utilities within the city.
The storm water utility also
increased.

Several residents attended
the Feb. 18 council meeting
to voice their frustration. 

On top of the hefty in-
crease, the residents were
frustrated by the lack of
transparency by the council,
feeling the city failed to prop-
erly inform them of the in-
crease.

Mayor Dorothy Butler
apologized for the lack of no-
tice, stating the increase in-
formation had been in the
newspaper and on the city’s
website.

Council members ex-
plained the increase was nec-
essary to qualify for city’s
funding for the proposed in-
frastructure project.

Citizen pushback
One resident asked if it was

necessary to “sack it to us all
at once.” Another wanted a
guarantee the infrastructure

would be fixed as a result of
the large increase. 

Councilors said there was
no guarantee, but they were
doing their best to get the in-
frastructure improvements
needed.

The city is planning to send
residents a letter explaining
the increase in the very near
future and might hold a pub-
lic meeting to further explain
the proposed project.

In other business, the
council:

• Heard the city has no
legal authority to trespass
people from The Villager
Apartment building, accord-
ing to the city attorney. Also
heard there have been no up-
dates on the cleaning process
and no permits have been
pulled through the city.

• Hired Addie Kordell as
the lead bartender for the mu-
nicipal liquor store. 

• Councilor Chris Penaz
made and later rescinded a
motion to hire a part-time
bartender after Councilor
member Josh Winfrey ex-
pressed concerns about things
the individual had posted on
social media.

• Heard that pool and sum-
mer recreation registration
night will be March 18.

SL residents irked
with rate hike, lack
of city transparency

Eight senior citizens from
Brownton met Monday, Feb.
24, to play cards and share
conversation at the Brownton
Community Center.

Karen Schmeling took first
in pinochle while Lowell
Brelje took second place for
the day.

Delores Renneke took first
in canasta and Audrey Ton-
gen finished second.

Pat Mashuga won the door
prize and Pat Markgraf

served the group.
On Monday, Feb. 17, six

seniors met at the Brownton
Community Center for cards.

Lowell Brelje won at
pinochle and Karen Schmel-
ing took second.

Audrey Tongen won at
canasta while Theola Fors
finished as runner-up for the
day.

Phyllis Mahnke won the
door prize for the day.

Brownton seniors meet
for cards, camaraderie

Chronicle photos by John Mueller

The ‘Eliminator Challenge’
A GSL Winterfest tradition dating back 15 to 20 years, students took on the “Eliminator Challenge’ Friday, Feb.
20. The event challenges students to complete an obstacle course which includes throwing a football, disc and
balls at targets set up in the school’s old gymnasium before they are struck by a tennis ball. (Above) Junior
Caleb Diaz clears a hurdle without being hit. (Below) Sophomore Will Hecksel to cover behind a padded obsta-
cle and jumped up to shoot a basketball at the hoop before being hit. Despite their best efforts, most of the stu-
dents were unable to successfully complete the obstacle course.



History

100 Years Ago
March 4, 1920
O.C. Conrad, Editor

Mine Host Fred Etter of Lake
Marion Grove Hotel has been
decidedly busy this week hauling
out lumber for a new pavilion to
be erected this spring.The new
building is to be octagon shape
and 80 feet in diameter and will
make one of the finest dancing
pavilions in this section.

Gottlieb Gorr and family
moved onto their farm west of
Lake Marion Monday forenoon
and Ed. Peik and family took
possession of the residence the
same day.

Considerate commotion was
caused in the local train yards
Monday and Tuesday when four
parties loaded emigrant cars for
the northern part of the state. J.
A. Forcier shipped to Little
Falls, Gus Knutson to Dent and
E. B. Preston and Louis Reed to
Fergus Falls.

75 Years Ago
March 1, 1945
Milton D. Hakel, Editor

Miss Elsie Gaulke, daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. Otto Gaulke and
Mr. Eugene Dettmann of Stew-
art, son of Mr. and Mrs. Wm.
Dettmann, were united in mar-
riage, Sunday afternoon at Im-
manuel Lutheran Church in
Brownton.

Mr. and Mrs. E.D. Stoops of

St. Louis Park and Mr. and Mrs.
William Schleeter were supper
guests of Mrs. Emma Winter-
feldt on Saturday evening. Mr.
and Mrs. Stoops also visited the
Leonard Winterfeldt family and
with other relatives, Saturday af-
ternoon. Mrs. Stoops is state
president of the American Le-
gion Auxiliary.

Donald Dean Zimmermann,
R.T. C. is home on leave for a
few days at the home of his
mother, Mrs. Chas Zimmer-
mann. Dean will report at the
Naval Center at Shoemaker, Cal.

50 Years Ago
March 5, 1970
Charles H. Warner, Editor

Delford Wendlandt, chairman
of the board of education of the
Brownton area school district an-
nounces that the teachers and the
board have come to an agree-
ment on a salary schedule for the
1970-71 school year. The accept-
ed proposal calls for an increase
of 7.1% -- from $208,652.50
paid this school year to
$223,532.50 for the coming year.

Mr. and Mrs. Dennis Vinar of
Green Bay, Wis. announce the
birth of a boy, Feb. 20. His name
is Chandler Dennis, weighed 7
lbs. 13 oz. He has a sister, Stace.
The Vinars were former resi-
dents of Brownton.

Funeral services were held for
Ernest Frederick William Ort-
loff, a former Brownton business

man, 61, at the Immanuel
Lutheran church, New Auburn.

20 Years Ago
March 1, 2000
Lori Copler, Editor

Sarah Peterson, Brownton,
and Megan Wieweck, Stewart,
were both named to the fall se-
mester dean's list at Minnesota
State University, Mankato, for
attaining perfect 4.0 grade-point
averages. Peterson is a junior at
the university and Wieweck is a
sophomore. Both are graduates
of McLeod West High School.

Students at McLeod West
gathered Pennies for Patients.
The school collected 87,407 pen-
nies ($874.07). The program was
sponsored by WCCO Radio,
Channel 4000, The MNN Radio
Networks, Inc., and the
Leukemia Society's Minnesota,
North Dakota and South Dakota.
McLeod West, along with other
Minnesota schools, were encour-
aged to scrape together all of
their pennies in an effort to sup-
port research and Minnesota pa-
tients with leukemia and other
related diseases.

Funeral services for Joshua
West Osterkamp, 24, of Brown-
ton were held on Wednesday,
Feb. 23, from St. John's Luther-
an Church in Belle Plaine. Mr.
Osterkamp was a member of the
National Guard Company C
682nd Engineer Battalion in
Redwood Falls.

From the Brownton Bulletin archives
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For all your 
Plumbing & Heating needs

and repairs call today!
• Tempstar Gas, LP Furnace & A.C.

• License #067203-PM

Dobrava Bros.
Plumbing & Heating • Glencoe

320-864-6335
www.dobravabrothers.com

PLUMBING

HEATING

What most people want out of life...
Financial security • Freedom to travel
Better quality of life • Flexible hours

Be your own boss • Tap into your true potential

Conklin can provide!

For a FREE CATALOG 
contact our Sales Directors:

Sales Directors
Ken & Myra Franke

Box 123, Plato, MN 55370
(320) 238-2370

Conklin is growing. Distributers Needed!

By Brian Haines
McLeod County Historical
Society

The fall into the icy
stream proved to be
near fatal.  It was

winter, a snowstorm had just
passed through the region,
and John McClelland’s feet
were beginning to freeze.  He
was frantically trudging
across the countryside,
painstakingly climbing
through deep drifts of snow
on his way north toward
Cedar City (old Cedar Mills). 

McClelland’s frozen feet
began to swell, so much that
he was forced to cut off his
boots and continue the march
in his stocking feet. Though
in bad condition, McClelland
had to push on as another
man’s life hung in the bal-
ance.

John McClelland came to
Glencoe early in 1856 – a
time when the budding com-
munity was little more than a
camp.  He, along with a gen-
tleman named Dr. Frederic
Ripley, from Shakopee, came
under the employment of Bell
& Chapman, for whom they
were tasked with heading
north to build a log structure
at Cedar City. Cedar City was
a town on paper alone. It was
situated near the shores of
Cedar Lake, on the unoccu-
pied property of Daniel
Cross. This building was to
be the first erected on the site
and would serve as a stopping
place for travelers heading
through. With food enough to
last them 10 days, after which
their employers would resup-
ply them, McClelland and
Ripley set out for the task at
hand.

Upon arrival at the site, the
two men felled some logs and
built a small shanty to live in
while they completed their
task. After a few days of
working, a severe winter
storm swept through the area
and was followed by bitter
cold. The storm, of course,
halted their employer from
reaching them and left the

men to fend for themselves.
For two weeks, they stayed in
the shanty but were finally
forced to vacate after their
food supply dwindled to little
more than a pound of dried
apples and some rice.

With no food to fuel them,
the men chose to head toward
Forest City; however, they
found the going tough.  The
recent snowstorm pummeled
the ground with deep, heavy
snow, and the winds that fol-
lowed created large drifts
across the open plains. On the
first night, they found a shel-
tered spot near a grove of
trees. They had matches, so
made a fire, and other than
being hungry, were somewhat
comfortable. The following
day, they headed out again,
but at around noon found that
they were lost.

Unable to start a fire
In the meantime, their

matches had become damp
and they could no longer start
a fire. They decided that the
best course of action would
be to retrace their steps back
to the shanty they started
from. 

When evening fell, Mc-
Clelland and Ripley found
themselves near the campsite
they had made the night be-
fore, hoping and praying that
some embers might be left
from the fire – there were not
and they were forced to spend
the night stomping their feet
into the ground in hopes of
keeping them from freezing.
The next morning, the men
started again for the shanty in
Cedar City, but as they
neared a lake, Dr. Ripley fell
to the ground, exhausted, and
proclaimed he could go no
further.  He wished to rest by
the lake while McClelland
headed back to the shanty,
then intended to return to the
doctor with dry matches.

Shortly after leaving the
doctor, McClelland broke
through the ice while cross-
ing a stream. It wasn’t long

before his feet began to
freeze and swell. The pres-
sure under his boots must
have been immense, so he cut
the boots from his feet and
continued in his socks. He
eventually reached the shanty
and succeeded in starting a
fire.  He planned to dry his
boots then to head back for
the doctor; however, once his
feet began to thaw, he found
that they would not function
and that he could no longer
walk

For 18 days, John McClel-
land lay in the shanty, living
on the remains of the dry ap-
ples and rice that were left
behind.  During this time, he
was cold, as he was only able
to start a fire four times.
When relief finally came, he
was brought back to Glencoe
and later brought to Shakopee
where his feet were amputat-
ed.

Dr. Ripley’s remains were
found two months later,
roughly a half mile from
where he was left by McClel-
land. His hat was hanging on
a bush near where he lay, and
a half-filled bottle of chloro-
form by his side. The lake
near where he died bears his
name to this day.  The build-
ing the men set out to build in
Cedar City was never com-
pleted. The city itself, though
it attracted a few settlers,
eventually drifted into history
as well. Though he made it
through the ordeal, John Mc-
Clelland would spend the rest
of his life handicapped by the
injuries he sustained. 

Today, it’s all too easy to
take our modern conven-
iences for granted. Cold feet
are usually warmed fast and
empty bellies are often filled.
However, if you ever find
yourself in a situation where
our modern conveniences are
of no use, make sure to keep
your matches dry.

(Brian Haines is the execu-
tive director of the McLeod
County Historical Society.)

In ‘56, damp matches cost a man his life From the Stewart Tribune archives
100 Years Ago
February 27, 1920
Lester Koeppen, Editor

The game with Buffalo Lake
that was to be played here Friday
evening has been postponed be-
cause of the influenza ban on the
hall by the Stewart Board of
Health.

Adoptions of a minimum
salary schedule the minimum
considerable higher than the
present maximum, is recom-
mended as means of avoiding a
shortage of teachers in Minneso-
ta by the department of Superin-
tendents of the Western Min-
nesota Educational association at
a special meeting. Deterioration
in the public schools, superinde-
pendent adopted the following
schedule of salaries: Inexperi-
enced grade school teachers not
less than $100 per month. Grade
teachers of two or more years’
successful experience, not less
than $120 per month.

New Advertising Rates-
Referring to an old citizen as a

“relic of antiquity.” $1. Calling a
new made lawyer, “legal light of
which the profession should feel
proud,” $2.25. To call a man a
“progressive citizen” when it is
known that he is lazier than a
government mule, $1.75. Refer-
ring to a deceased citizen as “a

man whose place will long re-
main unfilled,” when we know
he was the best poker player in
town, $2.25. Extra rates are
charged when the party is well.

-Arkansas Thomas Cat.

75 Years Ago
March 1, 1945
Harry Koeppen, Editor

A flock of Leghorn hens on
the Herb Dettmann farm south-
west of Stewart is really laying
this spring. Herb brought in
three eggs from these birds Tues-
day all of them exceptionally
large and the biggest one being
nine inches around the long way
and 7 inches around the short
way. It’s probably a good thing
hens can’t belong to unions or
these birds would likely get or-
ders to “cease their heavy work.”

Platwood club and bowling al-
leys, between Norwood and
Plato on Highway 212 were
completely destroyed in an after-
noon fire on Saturday. 

60 Years Ago
March 3, 1960
Kermit T. Hubin, Editor

Several townships in this area
will conduct their annual elec-
tions with blank ballots this year.
The confusion came early this
week, when a ruling was handed

down by State Attorney General
Miles Lord, stating that township
clerks who had accepted filings
beyond the four week deadline
would have to consider those fil-
ings invalid. Many township
clerks were unaware of the
change in laws, passed in the
1959 legislative session, and
went ahead with annual elec-
tions, as in previous years.

50 Years Ago
March 5, 1970
Kermit T. Hubin, Editor

Mother nature gave us a taste
of Spring early Tuesday morn-
ing, when the first thunderstorm
and rain of the season fell. A
radio station in Minneapolis an-
nounced Wednesday, that if the
rain had been snow, we would
have 10-11 inches of new snow
on the ground.

A Rubella Clinic (German or 3
day measles) will be held at
Stewart School  on Tuesday,
March 10, 1970. This clinic is
sponsored by the Stewart Study
Club, for all boys and girls ages
1 year through grade six. Rubel-
la vaccine is new. It was licensed
in July. It is not likely that your
child has had this shot. The en-
tire county will be covered on
this day.

75 Years Ago

February 24, 1945
Delbert Merrill, Publisher

Well, here they are, the last
lines to be set on the old Model
A Intertype, Serial No. 13. It was
a good machine and did swell
work for its age and conditions.
So long old timer from the oper-
ator and your editor who set
these last few notes on the ma-
chine just prior to its being dis-
mantled By W.W.M. It’s
here........It’s in........It’s operat-
ing. Our new typesetting ma-
chine, a Model 8 Linotype with
five magazines of matrices has
been erected over the weekend
and is turning out this weeks
paper. Watch for the special
issue of the Leader that will ded-
icate the new equipment and
new features of your home town
paper.

Fire of unknown origin com-
pletely destroyed the Hutchinson
Leader early last Thursday
evening. February 15. Printing of
the weekly issue had been com-
pleted and local copies were in
the mail. The last workmen to
leave the shop departed a few
minutes after six and at 7:20 the

siren sounded.

60 Years Ago

February 25, 1960
Wilbert Merrill, Publisher

Herald Barton, owner of the
Silver Lake Hatchery and Breed-
ing Farm was featured in the na-
tional magazine Hatchery and
Feed.

A chimney fire at the Steve
Sopkowiak home northwest of
Silver Lake Monday afternoon
summoned the Silver Lake Fire
Dept.

A hot shooting Silver Lake
team took the measure of the
Lester Prairie’s squad at Lester
last Friday night when they won
90 to 63 for one of the highest
scores ever set by a Lakeite
team.

25 Years Ago

March 2, 1995
Ken and Dorothy Merrill,
Publishers

In a special meeting the Sil-
ver Lake City Council inter-
viewed four candidates for the
police officer position. Jamie
Good was the candidate unani-
mously selected by the council
and offered the position. Accord-

ing to City Administrator, Joel
Dhein, Good was tentatively of-
fered the position the following
day and will begin his duties in
March.

GSL students are in Washing-
ton D.C. this week involved in a
program called “Close-up.” The
program gives students first hand
knowledge of how the federal
government operates. Students
will visit with Minnesota Sena-
tors Wellstone and Grams and
Representative Minge.

10 Years Ago

February 25, 2010
Ken and Dorothy Merrill,
Publishers

Madison Posusta, with the
help of her dad Brian, was get-
ting ready to swing the golf club
at the Ice Golf Tournament held
on Saturday. The 4th Annual Ice
Golf Tournament was a huge
success. No one could have
asked for a better day! The tour-
nament consisted of 26 teams.
Two teams tied with a score of
32. So after a “putt off” by the 2
teams, Team Gundy prevailed
over the team of Harvey M., Neil
S., Mike V. & Harvey M. and
took home the traveling trophy.

From the Silver Lake Leader archives

30 Years Ago

February 28, 1990
Bill Ramige, Editor

Construction workers dug up
a cistern used for water treat-
ment in Glencoe while they were
excavating for the new water
treatment plant in Lincoln Park.
The old cistern will be removed.
City officials contacted weren’t
sure how old the cistern is.
Mayor Ray Wilkins recalled
playing atop it when he was a
kid.

Another motion to reinstate
former County Coordinator
Dede Balcom failed on a 3-2
vote at the McLeod County
Board of Commissioners meet-
ing.

Dale N. Dose of Plato faces
multiple charges in McLeod
County District Court stemming
from a high-speed accident in
downtown Glencoe. After the ac-
cident Dec. 29, Dose allegedly
abandoned his pickup truck with
the engine running, inches from
Security Bank & Trust Co.

20 Years Ago

March 1, 2000
Rich Glennie, Editor

A Ford Explorer caught fire
while it was parked near the gas
pumps at the Amoco station on
the corner of 11th Street and Ives
Avenue on Friday afternoon. The
fire began under the hood and
caused approximately $5,000
damage to the vehicle. The Glen-
coe Fire Department was able to
put the fire out before it reached
the gas pumps.

A conditional use permit was
denied for Jerry Green to erect a
commercial outdoor recreation
facility that included an asphalt
go-kart racetrack in Section 22
of Glencoe Township at the
McLeod County Planning Advi-
sory Commission meeting.

McLeod County will be work-
ing to reduce youth smoking by
30 percent by 2005 with the help
of tobacco endowment money
grants.

10 Years Ago

March 3, 2010
Rich Glennie, Editor

Work is progressing rapidly
on the new City Center (former
Henry Hill building).

The final numbers will not be
available until June 1 - or later-
but McLeod County could be
facing a potential loss of almost

$1.4 million in county program
aid (CPA) in 2010. The county
had originally been slated to re-
ceive just over $2 million in
CPA for 2010, but Gov. Tim
Pawlenty announced in 2009 that
he was “unallotting” some CPA
for 2010, which amounted to
$490,000.

An 18-year-old Hutchinson
man was killed in a two vehicle
accident at 3:24 p.m., March 1,
on Page Avenue, south of 130th
Street, North of Brownton. Dead
is Christopher Lee Spears of
Hutchinson, and injured was
Ralph Arnold Plath, 67, of
Hutchinson. According to the
McLeod County Sheriff’s Of-
fice, involved were a 1993 Ford
Taurus, owned by Luann Marie
Spears and driven by Christo-
pher Lee Spears, and a 2003
Chevrolet Avalanche driven by
Plath. The report indicated that
Spears was southbound on Page
Avenue when he crossed into the
northbound lane colliding with
the Plath vehicle.

From the Chronicle archives

Brian Mikolichek: Owner • Bonded-Insured
                Residential             Remodel
                Service                    Light Commercial

Complete Plumbing and Heating Systems
Air Conditioning Installation

Winsted, MN 320-395-2002

Mikolichek
Plumbing & Heating

FtfnC2016
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“Old Warriors”
Stories and Memories from our Local Veterans

By Local Author Rich Glennie

Available at:
• The McLeod County Chronicle

• Gert & Erma’s
• Franklin Printing
• Goulds Jewerly

All Proceeds go to 
McLeod County 

Veterans Services

$15.00

COLON CANCER SCREENINGS 
DISPELLING  
THE MYTHS

FREE SEMINAR

Tuesday, March 10, 2020 | 6:30 – 7:30 p.m.

The day has finally arrived. 
Time for your first colonoscopy! The risk of developing 
colorectal cancer rises as you age, and because you may 
not have symptoms at first – it’s important to have regular 
screenings as recommended by your primary care provider. 
This presentation is for everyone - whether your first 
colonoscopy is fast approaching, or to learn more about  
how your next one could be different.

 This presentation  
 will teach you:
 •  What is colorectal cancer
 •  What options there  

are for screening
 •  How colonoscopies and 

procedure preparation  
have changed 

 •  An overview of the  
equipment used during  
the colonoscopy procedure

PRESENTED BY:

CHAD ROBBINS, DO, FACOS
General Surgery

Glencoe Regional Health | Conference Room C 
1805 Hennepin Ave N. Glencoe | Hospital Entrance

Register online at grhsonline.org before noon  
on Monday, March 9 or call 320-864-7798.
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Expectations
RAISE
YOUR

Chronicle photos by John Mueller

Lakeside students celebrate ‘Winterfest’ on ice
Like their counterparts at the junior-senior high school in Glencoe, students at Lakeside Elementary School in
Silver Lake enjoyed Winterfest activities last week. Friday, Feb. 21, students took a break from class and en-
joyed time on the lake. They played boot hockey using a soccer ball and goals, gave each other rides on sleds
atop the snow-covered ice, tried their hand snowshoeing and ice fishing and slid on snow-covered vinyl mats.
(Below) Mena Feltmann gave third-grade classmate Elsie Kordell a ride on a sled. Volunteers plowed snow for
the rink and a path for sled rides.

Farmers and those who
work with farmers can attend
a University of Minnesota
Extension soil health work-
shop Friday, March 6 in
Faribault.

The no-cost workshop will
touch on soil biology, alterna-
tive soil tests, tillage, and
how to incorporate livestock
onto cropland. All of these
topics are geared toward im-
proving soil health. 

Speakers at the workshop
will include Anna Cates, Uni-
versity of Minnesota soil
health specialist; University
of Minnesota Extension edu-
cators Liz Stahl, Jodi De-
Jong-Hughes, Shane Bugeja,

and Claire LaCanne, Sustain-
able Farming Association
Grazing and Livestock Spe-
cialist Kent Solberg, and
Theresa Middleton from
Iowa State University.

The event will be held at
the Rice County 4-H Build-
ing, 1900 Fairground Drive,
No. 17, in Faribault. Pre-reg-
istration isn't necessary but is
appreciated. The event in-
cludes lunch.

For more information, visit
https://extension.umn.edu/eve
nt/soil-health-workshop on-
line or contact Claire La-
Canne with RSVPs at la-
canne@umn.edu or call 507-
332-6165.

‘U’ Extension
hosting soil health
workshop March 6


